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The  Red  House, 
Castle  Street, 
Barnstaple, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  August  4th  1945 

Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council* 


Gentlemen, 

I herewith  beg 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 


Statistics* 


Area  (acres) 

Population  (1921  Census) 
Population  (1931  Census) 
Estimated  population 
mid  1944. 

Rateable  Value  of  the 
District 

Sum  represented  by  a 
penny  rate 
Number  of  inhabited 
houses  at  the  end  of  1944 


129346 

19293 

18793 

23760 

£113062.0*0 

£476*10.11 

5532 


Vital  Statistics* 

* Live  Births*  M F 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


199  161  ) 388 

16  12  ) 


Still  Births.  M F 


Legitimate  3 

Illegitimate  0 

Birth  rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population* 

Birth  rate  for  England 
and  Wales 


6 ) 9 

0 ) 

16.3 

17.6 


Deaths* 


M 

F 

143 

155 

Death  rate  per  1000 
estimated  resident 
population 

12.5 

Death  rat^eper  1000 
for  England  and  ••'ales 

11.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

• 

Causes 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1 year  of  age* 

M 

F 

Legitimate  6 

Illegitimate  1 

3 

Death  rates* 


All  infants  par  1000 
live  births 


25.7 


Legitimate  infants  per 
1000  legitimate 

live  births  25.0 

All  infants  per  1000  live 
births  England  and  ''"'ales  46.0 


Deaths  from 


Cancer  all  ages 

40 

In  1943  the  figure  was 

36 

Measles 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Dieirrhoea 

Nil 

Infectious  Diseases. 


During  the  Tear  1944  three  hundred  and  thirty  seven  notifications 
of  Infectious  Diseases  were  received,  this  figure  is  taken 
from  our  own  register,  I append  the  details. 


Disease. 


Number  of  Cases. 


Whooping  Cough  45 
Scarlet  Fever  47 
Diphtheria  5 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 
Pneumenia  • 11 
Measles  202 
Erysipelas  3 
Ophthalmia  Nenoatorum  1 
Anterios  Poliomyelitit  2 
Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  2 
Glandular  Pever  0 
Enteric  Fever  • • 0 
Paratyphoid  B 3 
Dysentery  (Sonne)  7 
Chicken  Pox  • 5 
Catarrhal  Jaundice  1 
Malaria  2 


All  the  oases  of  Diphtheria  were  admitted  to  Hospital, 


Tuberculosis, 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  register 
on  December  31st  ].944  was  as  follows: - 

• Total . 


(a) 

Pulmonary . Ma  le  s 

46 

Females 

44 

90 

(b) 

Non  PulmonaryMa les 

9 

Females 

20 

29 

Total  number  ot  oases  remaining  on  the 
register  on  December  31st  1944  119 


Tuberculosis  (continued) 


Appended  are  the  figures  for  the  past 
few  years. 

Year.  Number  of  Cases. 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 


112 

107 

90 

95 

101 

104 

119 


During  the  year  1944  thirty  one  fresh  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations. 

Total. 


(a) 

Pulmonary  Ma  les 

11 

21 

: Females 

IQ 

(b) 

Non  Pulmonary  Males 

3 

10 

Females 

7 

The  organs  affected  were 

^ Lungs 

Spine 

Glahds 

Joints 

Mortality  from  Tuberculosis  1944 

M F Total. 

Pulmonary 

9 Deaths  5 4 11 

Non  Pulmonary  2 Deaths  1 1 

Corresponding  figures  since  1938 


1938 

7 

1940 

12 

1941 

17 

1942 

11 

1943 

11 

1944 

11 

General  provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

These  remain  the  same  as  in  1943.  Fortescue  House,  Braunton, 
and  West  Winds,  Croyde,  have  been  in  full  occupation 
throughout  the  year. 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease. 


As  previously  mentioned  337  notifications  were  received  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  455  notifications  in  1943. 

Measles.  There  were  202  oases  chiefly  between  *^ugust 
and  December. 


Whooping  Gough.  45  oases  were  notified  chiefly  in  the 
early  spring  and  autumn. 

Scarlet  Fever.  This  was  more  prevalent  than  in  1943  - it 
was  of  a mild  type  except  in  two  instances. 


Diphtheria*  5 cases  were  notified  and  occurred  in  the 
following  age  groups. 


Under  5 years  of  age  0 

Between  5 and  15  years 
of  age  2 

. Over  15  ye^s  of  age  3 


) 

) Total  5 
) 

) 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  Immunization  has  been 
continued  throughout  the  year  - two  injections  of  APT  are 
given  ,3  and  ,5  cc  at  4 weekly  intervals  being  the  usual 
doses. 


Below  is  a copy  of  the  returns  sent  to  the  |p.nistry  of 
Health  for  the  two  half  years  of  1944, 

Under  5 years  Over  5 and  under  15 

1st  half  to  June  30th  66  . 37 

2nd  half  to  -Oecember  31st  114  6 

Tuberculosis.  The  figures  for  1944  shown  an  increase 
on  those  for  1943, 

Scabi es,  I am  pleased  to  report  that  these  diseases  have 
and  not  been  so  prevalent  as  in  1943,  Most  of  the 
Impetigo,  oases  of  “^cabies  were  treated  at  the  Barnstaple 
Borough’s  Cleansing  Station,  a few  of  the 
transferred  children  were  sent  to  Hudsoott,  a 
residential  hostel  for  the  treatment  of  skin 
infections  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council, 


Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1944 

Total  298 

M 

F 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  ^^ever 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Syphlitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

Influenza 

1 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Plioeucephalitis 

0 

0 

Acute  Infectious  Jfiucephalitis 

Cancer  of  Buccel  cavity  and  oesophagus  (m) 

0 

0 

and  Uterus  (f) 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Dupdenum 

5 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

0 

7 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

9 

15 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

18 

19 

Heart  Disease 

41 

37 

Other  diseases  of  the  Circuletory  system 

18 

• 19 

Bronchitis 

5 

7 

Pneumonia 

1 

10 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

0 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

0 

Diarrhoea  (under*  2 years) 

0 

0 

Appendicitis 

0 

1 

Cause  of  Deatli  (continued) 


M F 


Other  digestive  diseases  3 

Nephritis  6 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis  0 

Other  maternal  causes  0 

Premature  Birth  1 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury 
infantile  disease  5 

Suicide  0 

Road  traffic  accidents  3 

Other  violent  causes  2 

411  other  causes  15 


4 

8 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

13 
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I beg  to  remain  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient-  Servant 


^ERCS  Eng.  LRCP  Lond.  DPH  Oxon. 
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